European Exploration of the Americas, 1492–1640/European Land Claims, 1750

Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, religious, social, and economic structures for Europe exploration. You may also use a political and physical maps of the world to help you answer these questions (RA2-RA5). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. In which hemisphere does this exploration take place?
2. Provide the country and explorer names that were involved in exploring:
a. in the north:
b. in the central region:
c. in the south:
3. What reason can you provide for these explorers to be venturing to the west?
	 Christopher Columbus:
Extracts From Journal
	  Bartolomeu Dias
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	Whereas, Most Christian, High, Excellent, and Powerful Princes, King and Queen of Spain and of the Islands of the Sea, our Sovereigns, this present year 1492, after your Highnesses had terminated the war with the Moors reigning in Europe… n consequence of the information which I had given your Highnesses respecting the countries of India… send me, Christopher Columbus, to …India, to … converting them to our holy faith; and furthermore directed that I should not proceed by land to the East, as is customary, but by a Westerly route, in which direction we have hitherto no certain evidence that any one has gone.
	[Dias’s] ships encountered very strong headwinds, which drove them out to sea, away from the sight of land. They headed south for 13 days before they were able to turn and head eastward to regain the shore. But they did not find the shoreline they expected. In a sudden burst of inspiration, Dias is said to have realized that they must have sailed beyond the southern tip of Africa and that in order to regain it they would have to head north. This they did, and on February 3, 1488 he sighted land, land that was heading northeastward, proof that they had rounded the cape…. On the way home, Dias passed the great cape that is the southern tip of the African continent. He named it Stormy Cape, but the new king, Manoel I, with a better sense of advertising, called it the Cape of Good Hope, because it presented hope of reaching India.


	 Amerigo Vespucci (1452-1512): 
Account of His First Voyage, 1497  
	John Cabot (c.1450-1499): 
Voyage to North America, 1497

	I resolved to abandon trade, and to fix my aim upon something more praiseworthy and stable: whence it was that I made preparation for going to see part of the world and its wonders… to discover new lands towards the west…and so we sailed on till at the end of 37 days we reached a land which we deemed to be a continent: which is distant westwardly from the isles of Canary
	The said Englishmen, his companions, say that they took so many fish that this kingdom will no longer have need of Iceland, from which country there is an immense trade in the fish they call stock-fish…will keep on still further towards the east, where he will be opposite to an island called Cipango [legendary island mentioned by Marco Polo; believed to be either Indonesia or Japan]…where he believes that all the spices of the world, as well as the jewels, are found.



Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge analyze European motives for exploration and difficulties that the explorers would have encountered. (Answer Burger)
