World of the Crusades, 1095–1291

Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, social and religious impacts related to the Crusades. You may also use a political and physical maps of Europe to help you answer these questions (RA12-RA15). All answers should be written in your composition book with today’s date and title of this assignment.
1. What religions were involved during the Crusades?
2. Which cities appear to be of extreme importance during this time?
3. What differences do you see in the routes traveled between the First and Seventh Crusades?

4. Among the effects of the Crusades are the weakening of the feudal system and growth of the merchant class.  What, if anything, from this map could be used as evidence to support these claims? 
	[bookmark: _GoBack] Excerpts from Robert the Monk’s account of Pope Urban II speech at Council of Clermont (1095) 

	“From the confines of Jerusalem and the city of Constantinople a horrible tale has gone forth and very frequently has been brought to our ears, namely, that a race from the kingdom of the Persians, an accursed race, a race utterly alienated from God, a generation forsooth which has not directed its heart and has not entrusted its spirit to God, has invaded the lands of those Christians and has depopulated them by the sword, pillage and fire; it has led away a part of the captives into its own country, and a part it has destroyed by cruel tortures; it has either entirely destroyed the churches of God or appropriated them for the rites of its own religion. They destroy the altars, after having defiled them with their uncleanness.”

	[bookmark: emico] Excerpts from Albert of Aix

	These [Crusaders] suddenly fell upon a small band of Jews and severely wounded and killed many; they destroyed the houses and synagogues of the Jews and divided among themselves a very large, amount of money. When the Jews saw this cruelty, about two hundred in the silence of the night began flight by boat to Neuss. The pilgrims and crusaders discovered them, and after taking away all their possessions, inflicted on them similar slaughter, leaving not even one alive.

	 Excerpt from The Memoirs of Usamah ibn Munqidh

	"When one comes to recount cases regarding the Franks, he cannot but glorify Allah (exalted is he!) and sanctify him, for he sees them as animals possessing the virtues of courage and fighting, but nothing else." 



Using information from the map, quotes and your prior knowledge analyze the causes, course, and consequences of the European Crusades and their effects on the Christian, Muslim, and Jewish populations in Europe, with emphasis on the increasing contact by Europeans with cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean world. (Answer Burger)

