TGA Lesson Plan: 

The Ter[image: image1.jpg]


minator, Batman, and Noah
	Created by:  Michael Robinson   Houston High School, Germantown, TN

	Grade Level: 11th
	Course Title: U.S. History and Geography

	State Standards
	US.31 Describe the growth and effects of radio and movies and their role in the worldwide diffusion of popular culture.

	Time Required
	One 45-55 minute class period for the entire lesson.

The lesson can be divided into three separate lessons / activities with each lasting 15-20 minutes each.


	Slide 

Number(s)
	Lesson Outline

	1-4
	Overview of the Lesson

Tennessee and Common Core Standards Cover in the Lesson

	5-9
	Definition and examples of culture.

Definition, origins, and locations for popular culture.

	10-17
	Discuss with students how common and widespread different examples of popular culture are. Use the logo slides to demonstrate how common these specific examples are. Discuss how culture is always changing. Use the Kodak and Atari logos as examples of how culture changes and is always in need of adapting. Also use slides 15-17 as examples of how culture changes.

	18-26
	Explain to the students the meaning of diffusion. Diffusion is the spread of culture. Ask the students for examples of how American popular culture has diffused around the world. McDonald’s is a very good example to discuss. Then use slides 19-26 to discuss the diffusion of KFC from the United States to Japan. Use the video clips to explain how popular culture can be adapted to a country’s culture.

	27-37
	Use the maps to explain where in the world people have access / own radios and televisions. Use the questions on each slide to discuss with the students the patterns found on each map. Ask the students (slide 36-7) why India watches the most movies of any country. Discuss the popularity of Bollywood and discuss how Bollywood has diffused to other parts of the world, e.g., Slumdog Millionaire dance video. 

	38-40
	These slides begin Part II of the lesson: understanding the diffusion of movies around the world. Ask the students to write down where in the world people were able to go see The Dark Knight Rises in the theaters, and then show the map and discuss the patterns found on the map. 

	41
	1. American culture is widespread around the world.

2. Middle Eastern and African Countries

3. Poverty,  Anti-Western Culture Views, Distance, Governments

	42-47
	Discuss with students why the Islamic faith would be opposed to a movie about a religious person (see article on slide 50).

	48-52
	Optional Article - Have the students complete the short article and questions about why many Muslim nations banned Noah.

	53
	Have the students compare and contrast the two maps for the two movies. Discuss with students how different people with different cultures view the diffusion of American movies.

	54-62
	Discuss with students how the diffusion of movies and other examples of popular culture has spread rapidly during the past three decades. Consider how the students research other examples and have them present them to the class.

	63-67
	Optional Assignment - Instead of showing the students the maps on slides 40 and 43 have the students complete the map on slide 65 with the data on slide 66. 


