Ethiopia Fact Sheet

· Ethiopia is a country in Africa. It is located in the Horn of Africa, which is a part of Africa that sticks out into the Red Sea.
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Image from National Geographic. http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/ethiopia-map/ 

· Ethiopia is one of the oldest countries in the world and one of the earliest places people lived.

· In modern times, Ethiopia has not always been able to grow enough food for its people to eat. Instead of buying the people food, the country’s leaders have sometimes spent money on other things.  
· Most people in Ethiopia live in rural areas and make their money growing crops or raising animals.  

· Ethiopia has fought in a lot of wars. Many of them were fought over control of natural resources like land and water. Ethiopians need land to grow food and to raise animals. They need water to drink and to help their crops grow.  Ethiopia has sometimes fought with neighboring countries over access to fertile soil and clean water.
· Most people in Ethiopia are honest and hard working. As in many countries, some powerful people there are not. They take things that are not theirs and use other people’s money to buy fancy things. They let people they like break laws without getting into trouble. They send people they don’t like to jail for disagreeing with them. 

· Religion is very important in Ethiopia. Many Ethiopians are Christians.  Others are Muslims or Jewish people. People from all three religions believe that people should tell the truth, help those in need, and stand up for what is right.
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